




















HAPPY DAYS WITH THE MUSES(3)

ORAMA AND STORYTELLING
Elaine DesRosiers

A small but committed group was
inspired to follow Muse Elaine
DesRosiers to experience drama and
story telling. Meeting in the beautiful
St. Lucy’s Parlor, each participant
either recreated a story from her past or
created a tale from her imagination.
When Muse Elaine appeared in the
role of Jesus or of Mary Madgalen, the
participants were inspired to hold
conversations with these special
personalities. Cletus Wessels asked
this group to dramatize the short Six
Act Play, “Who Rules the Roost.”
(This play is based on Daniel Quinn’s,
Ishmael, An Adventure of the Mind and
Spirit.) When the Liturgists asked for a
dramatic reading of scripture at the
closing Mass, this group agreed to do
this. These are good examples of the
way the participants of the Gathering
interacted all during the week.

PROSE AMD POQETRY
Ann Mrugula

Poetry and prose - the single thread braided
into the fabric of human life. Writer and
reader together complete the salvation story.
The cave drawings of ancient peoples are a
legacy of writing and reading passed on to
us. Thus, reading the cave drawings, we can
catch a glimpse of the ancients’ experience of
life - not just any experience, but the inner
experience, the sacred experience of God.

Is it possible for a writer, a poet to pen her
inner experience of life (God) at a designated
place and time? One would think not.
Inspiration does not happen on schedule, one
would assume. But it so happened at Elkins
Park in a library stacked with books filled
with words, words, words and more words.
And so, with open heart, the writer wrote and
the poet created, the single thread of life was
woven into the present day salvation story.
And God looked upon it all, was pleased and

said, “Ah, it is so good! It is so very,
very good!”

Reader, catch a glimpse of our God
sketched in the present day word-
drawings penned by the writers in this
issue. Thank you for your words, preach-
ers of the Word. (See box below.)

Dancers of all degrees of sophistication
had ample time and splendid space to
follow Muse Elaine Taylor in what was

probably the most physically active group

of muse-followers.

Fireflies at Elkins Park
Firefly. Fireflight.
Sirens splitting summer night.
Fires, fly.
Pat Lee ©2001
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was beautiful, young, and alive.

done.

friends.

©2001

Found

Lost in the blur
Forsaken in my comfortable world
I gaze inward.
Jean Beagan ©2001
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Volcano (from Ezekiel)
Ash beat
Ankle knee waist
submerged shoulders
sightless
Jean Beagan ©2001
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mouth agape

The Grandma Tree by Jean Beagan, OP

“It’s party time!” they all shouted as they nibbled and gnawed away.

The Grandma Tree was very, very happy and so were all her little friends.

Once upon a time a tiny seed was dropped into very fertile ground. Suddenly, one golden day, a tiny sprout poked its head above
the rich soil and it grew and it took shape. A twig with fresh green leaves had appeared. Lazy cotton clouds filled the sky and
one day they rained moisture over the little sprout.

She grew taller and taller and fuller with breezes blowing through her green leafy hair, rustling the skirts of her branches. She

Soon she matured and became mother of sprouts that dropped from her plump, rosy, and golden fruits. Near her roots other new
sprouts and buds poked through the earth. There was an orchard full of fruit trees all about her, growing gracefully as she had

One day she realized that she had grown older. Her trunk was thicker, her branches longer and fuller. “Why,” she thought, “T’ve
become a grandma!” Then she held out her leafy apron to all the squirrels, birds, and little animals that had always been her
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A message from Sheila Flynn, OP

The death toll of the HIV/AIDS pandemic has exceeded that of many catastrophes.
However, it is unique in being shrouded in silence and ignorance. More than 4.2 million
South Africans have died. Every day, in Sub-Saharan Africa, it is estimated that more
than 1,500 people die of AIDS, and we are silent. How many people must die of HIV/
AIDS before our government and every person in this land will face this pandemic with
courage and compassion? Our young adults and teenagers are dying; our next generation
will not grow to maturity. Are our peoples not our greatest treasure and investment? What
can we do, how can we respond to the Gospel imperative “to bring good news to the
alflicted ... to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free
.77 (Luke 4:18-19). Timothy Radcliffe, OP, challenges us as Christians to commit
ourselves to radically respond to social justice issues. He calls us to counter the vacuum
of spiritual values, greed and materialism endemic in our societies, which impact undeni-
ably on the poor, those silenced, suffering or in pain.

When Rose arrived at a
paper-making workshop
run by Dominican Sister
Sheila Flynn in
Wintervelt, she was a
broken woman. A
refugee, Rose (not her
rcal name) had fled to
Wintervelt, a rural area
' north of Pretoria, from her family and village in
wiozambique. It all began when Rose’s husband realized he was
dying of AIDS and went to the village sangorma for help. When
the sangorma’s prescription did not cure him, a rumor spread in
the village that her husband was bewitched. One night the village
people came to Rose’s home, seized her husband and burned him
to death. Rose fled, fearing for herself and her nine-year-old
daughter. Her husband’s brother caught up with her and raped
her. As a result, on arriving in South Africa, she gave birth to a
small, sickly baby.

Through the paper making workshop Rose began to open
up.“The art workshops helped her express her anguish and shame
for the first time,” says Flynn. Such was the healing and dignity
imparted through learning a marketable artistic skill that Rose
was able to cope with the death from AIDS of her infant, and the
discovery that she herself was HIV positive.

This is just one of the many stories ol hope imparted through the
art workshops Flynn conducts. Flynn is passionate about art, and
even more passionate about using her art as an instrument to
bring healing, dignity, and hope. particularly to individuals and
communities beginning to feel the impact of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic.

Recently Flynn joined a non-for-profit organization based near
Howick in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands, to head their commu-
" outreach programme. Flynn has started to train a group of
= men and uncmployed youth from the rural township of
Mpophomeni in paper-making skills that will generate income.
Parallel to this, a teacher-training course — visual arts integrated
learning — will be run. Both groups share the resources and

Art Brings Individuals Healing, Dignity, and Hope

an article by David Larsen, Sunday Independent 6/11/01 (edited)

training, and together attempt to deal with the social ills that
affect their quality of life, including issues surrounding HIV/
AIDS. Itis hopeful the exchanges will uplift the community, as
they did in Wintervelt, where Flynn first developed her methodol-
ogy.

Recently trained at the Wits Technikon fine arts department,
Flynn saw the potential of art to reach out to people. Such was
her enthusiasm and attention to detail that she was put in charge
of the outreach programme for the fine arts department. She
worked with seven communities in Gauteng and further afield,
but spent most of her time with the Wintervelt rural community
to ensure the benefits of art education reached as far afield as
possible.

She began with a group of 20 women who were infected or
affected by HIV/AIDS, teaching them marketable, artistic
skills. The group was set up in a consultative manner with all
the women agreeing to 25 percent of their earnings from sales
going straight back into the business.When Flynn left the
project, the women she had trained took over and have
continued to make it a profitable enterprise. Not only were
these women economically and emotionally empowered, but
they were also able to serve as assistants to teaching art in
schools.

Flynn ran a one-year art training program for teachers. “Many
teachers in South Africa have been deprived of training in the
visual arts,” she says. “So much of our education has been
quantitative, requiring rote learning. Art, however, does not fit
into this way of thinking, making it difficult for teachers. Nor
have tcachers had access to training in this field. It is, however,
essential in equipping people for life, developing conceptual,
visual, technical and emotive elements in the learners.” In taking
the position, Flynn is bringing her creativity and experience to
the province hardest hit by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

Sheila Flynn, OP, new DIA member, belongs to the English
Oxford Dominicans. She works in Africa with the Thabong
Dominican Community. Sheila may be reached at

thabong @global.co.za.




What’s Doing?

A column dedicated to
highlighting the DIA members’
latest achievements in art

* Photo Skills Enhance Earth Project

Pat Daly, OPA, has made a major contribution to the Kentucky Dominicans of which she is an Associate. As a member of the Land
Use Committee and a nature photographer, Pat traveled to the motherhouse at St. Catharine, Kentucky to photograph cach of the
hundreds of acres which comprise this sacred land, the home of the first American Dominicans, and, in fact, the site of the first active
Sisters of the Order. The Land Use Committee earlier had identified each plot as cropland, pasture, woodland, Motherhouse, etc. The
Sisters and Associates were given the opportunity to identify a specific plot to “claim” and pray for. Pat has sent a photo of the

chosen plot to each person.
* Light is Everywhere

The Dominican University
of California in San Rafacl
will present an exhibit by
Joanne Cullimore, OP {from
September 13 to October 27.
The exhibit, in the San
Marco Gallery in Almany
Library, will consist of
recent water colors that
reflect the spirit of Mexico
where Joanne spends her
summers. The artist will give
a talk on her works on
October 17. The exhibit is
entitled “Light is Every-
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where”.
* Sparkill Sister Expresses Multi talents

Adele Myers, OP, of Sparkill had an exhibit ol her cement/
fresco relief sculpture at the Visions gallery in Albany, NY from
July 6 to August 31. She also had a solo exhibit at the Flywheel
Gallery in Piermont, NY, August 30 - September 16. Adele has
been busy with windows and a mosaic for the new chapel built by
her community at their motherhouse in Sparkill. The two stained
glass windows that she designed were installed in May of this
year. Her mosaic surrounds a statue of St. Dominic in the
outdoor Gathering Space and was installed in August. The chapel,
called Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel, will be formally dedicated
on September 10th. Her congregation’s web site includes the arts
under ministries/arts and culture: www.sparkill.org

* Poet is Also Art Therapist

Mission San Jose’s Jean Matthew Smith, OF, was a poel at the
DIA Gathering at her motherhouse in 1998. Jean’s poetry web
site continues to be www.homestead.com/cm/. She is completing
the last class for an Art Therapy Certificate from UC Extension
Berkeley, and will begin her Practicum in the fall. With 15 units
of art in four media and 12 units of Psychology, she hopes to use
her talents at the MSJ Care Center and maybe at the YWCA in
San Jose's counseling department dealing with the sexually
abused. Her address is symtpglt@hotmail.com.

* Arts for Prayer and Preaching

The Houston Dominicans in the Arts are planning a day of
workshops entitled “Exploring the Arts for Prayer and Preach-
ing ,” September 15. DIA members JoAnn Niehaus, OP, and
Deborah Clark, OP, arc joining the Promoter of Preaching, Pat
Casey, OP, and eight other artist/preachers in offering sessions in
music, movement, environment, reading, storytelling, massage,
the Mandala, and Chi. The event is open to the public. For further
information, contact JoAnn Nichaus, 713-747-3310 or email
jnichaus @domhou.org.

« God’s Work, Via Dogs! -~
The television movie “Within These Walls,” starring award-
winning actors Ellyn Burstyn and Laura Dern made its debut on
the Lifetime cable channel on August 20. This film is about the
life and works of Pauline Quinn, OP. 1t features the inspirational
story about the Prison Pet Partnership Program which she
founded in 1981. Inmates train puppies for use by people with
disabilities, especially those who use wheelchairs. The program
now operates around the country and internationally.

CONGRATULATIONS, PAULINE!

* From Mosaics to Prayer Line

DIA member Lois Schaffer, OP, is shown here creating her
mosaic, “The Transfiguration,” which is now located the
Benedictine Monas-
tery in Pecos, New
Mexico. Two of her
other creations are
“Risen Christ” and
“Jesus of Mercy.” The
latter is at St. Rita’s
Church in Wellington,
Florida. Lois is now
the spiritual director
of a prayer line for
people with problems.
She resides in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
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NOTE WELL THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The DIA now has archives!

ﬂan Vianney Norris, OP, our Archivist, needs help from the
bmbers for: communications, such as letters flyers, announce-

ments, minutes of meetings, secretarial reports, financial reports,
our constitution, invitations, themes, logos, photos (with names
on the back). members of original group, representative board
member lists, committee members, videos, etc. Jean says, “ As |
am eager (o get this off the ground, my hope is that people will
take time to help by sending these materials to me.”

Jean Vianney Norris, OP, DIA Archives
25 Auburn Street
Charlestown, MA 02129

Graphic Artists! Houston Needs You

Students from our Houston high schools returned from the
Dominican High School Preaching Workshop in River Forest full
of enthusiasm for “The Four Pillars of Dominican Life.” The
students and teachers are trying to devise a program by which
cach class would feature one of the pillars, e.g., Freshman -
Study, Sophomore- Community. Junior - Prayer, Senior -
Preaching. The principals would love to have a drawing/symbol
that would incorporate four pillars. Jo Ann Nichaus,OP, invites
graphic artists to design a drawing that would symbolize the Four
Pillars. It would be a wonderful contribution to the development
of our young people in the Dominican spirit. The program
- .ﬂanizers and the schools involved could both use the symbol.

- ase he in fouch with JoAnn ai jnichaus@dom u.org.

Woven Music?

Participants at the Gathering 2001 will remember Sarajane
Scaver’s extremely creative project of weaving music. She is
secking songs that are original to each Dominican congregation.
Please seck these out from your Liturgist, and send copies to
Sarajane. Watch for further report on this project in the next
newsletter. Please send songs to Sarajane Seaver, 22051 Cleve-
land Street #221, Dearborn, M1 48124-3459.

MEMBERS! Your input is needed about

BIENNIAL GATHERINGS.

What do you think about having the DIA Gathering every
other year? Plusses and minuses? What are your ideas for
alternate events in the off year? Other thoughts?

Please send you input on this matter to the Editor:

Elaine DesRosiers, OP
603 E. Catalpa Dr. #C
Mishawaka, IN 46545
or Elaine.DesRosiers.1 @nd.edu by December 1.

All responses will be published in the Winter issue of the DIA
Newsletter.

This information will facilitate your decision making before
the voting at the 2002 Gathering.

5 TWO important dates! 5

DIA NEWSLETTER PEADPLINE
PECEMBER 1, 2061
and the
DIA GATHERING 2062
will be in
Sinslnawa vy 18-23, 28¢&2. )
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> NOTICE about Membership <M

The DIA Newsletter is a benefit of membership in the Dominican
Institute for the Arts. Beginning with the next issue, the newslet-
ter will be sent only to paid members of the DIA. Membership is
also required to be on the DIA ListServ and to be on the Website
Directory. To facilitate joining the DIA, a membership applica-
tion is below.

YES! I want to join the DIA!

MY artiSt TNlereSES AR A i o ih o vasrissvessuse suisesoss snssbassiigs sossv i games

Annual membership begins in July.
Fee is $25.00.  Make check payable to DIA and send to

Dominican Institute for the Arts
c/o Jeanne Stickling, OP

701 Locust Road #2N
Wilmette, IL 60091




Contributors Corner

The Dominican Institute for the Arts acknowledges with a spirit of gratitude to the following congregations, organizations, and
individuals who provided funding and services to make the Gathering 2001 and our projects possible:

Dominican Sisters of Springficld
Mary Jane Tracger, OP

Sacred Heart Convent

Los Angeles, CA

The New Orleans Female Dominican
Academy, New Orleans, LA

Printers: Vincent and Elizabeth Rosiles
Los Angeles, CA

Eastman Kodak Company
Representative: Gary Baum, So. Elgin, IL

Dominicans of St. Catharine, KY

Congregation of the Holy Cross
Sisters of St. Dominic, Amityville, NY
Sinsinawa Dominicans

Sinsinawa, WI

|||“||”|||”||i'||

Patricia Daly, OPA

Associate of St. Catharine, KY

Joeann Daley, OP

Sinsinawa Dominican

Pauline Quinn, OP, Dominican (with
proceeds from film “Within These Walls™)
Sparkill Dominicans

New Hope Manor, Barryville, NY

Sisters of Saint Dominic

Our Lady of the Elms

Akron, OH

Patricia O’Reilly, OP, Noreen McKeough,
OP, John MacNaughton and Sandra
Warner for their assistance to Joella
Miller, OP, in the membership process and
mailing.
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Regina Dominican Convent “Sister’s
Place,” Maurcen McGrath, OP, Director,
and Women in Residence of the Convent
Wilmette, IL

Adrian Dominicans
Adrian, Ml

Anonymous contribution from a friend
and supporter of Mary Reid, OP, of
Caldwell, NJ

A special donation in honor of John
Gerlach, OP, by the Springlicld Domini-
cans for his service to their congregation.
This consisted of a five-year membership
for John in honor of his artistic gifts
(John’s well-known portrait of St.
Catherine with flowing veil is available
from Parable) plus a large donation for
each of the 12 years of John’s ministry at
Springfield as he moves on to Sinsinawa.
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