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Small in n u m b e r , b u t huge in en thus iasm. 
G a t h e r i n g 2012 assembled in St. A lber t ' s 
P r i o r y , O a k l a n d , CA t o j o u r n e y o n an 

i m a g i n a r y safari 
t o g e t h e r f r o m Ju ly 
25-28 . F r o m 
M o r n i n g Prayer 
enhanced b y A f r i c an 

d o x o l o g i e s a n d d r u m m e d a c c o m p a n i m e n t , 
t o masked dancers a n d p l a y fu l revelers 
w h o s e c u l m i n a t i n g p e r f o r m a n c e shat tered 
t h e sereni ty o f St. A lber t ' s c lo is tered 
c o u r t y a r d . G a t h e r i n g 2012 echoed the 
k e y n o t e t h e m e : "A r t s a n d C u l t u r e , Teacher 
a n d W i s d o m . " 

J oeann Daley 's 
a x i o m " C r e a t i v i t y 
begins w i t h p l a y , " was 
a v i d l y e m b r a c e d 
w i t h 
met i cu lous a n d 
occas iona l l y 
h i l a r ious de ta i l 

t h r o u g h o u t b o t h f o r m a l a n d i n f o r m a l 
act iv i t ies . In her o p e n i n g w e l c o m e , 
J oeann issued an i n v i t a t i o n a l w a r n i n g , 
r e m i n d i n g a l l t h a t a safari is a j o u r n e y 
f r a u g h t w i t h risk. S u r r o u n d e d b y Pat Daly 's 
mas te r fu l p h o t o s o f an ima ls , h o w e v e r , it was 

easy t o f o r g e t danger a n d focus o n t he 
h o m i l e t i c e l oquence o f each beast d e p i c t e d . 
(Pat Da l y OPA , o n e o f the m a n y D IA 
members w h o s e a t tendance was imposs ib le 
this year , f o u n d a w a y t o c o n t r i b u t e , w h i l e 
t he t ang ib l e presence o f al l t he absentees 
en l a rged the sp i r i t ) . 

F i ^ H Shaman Dan ie l R o l l a n d OP , 
k r ecogn izab le benea th his m u l t i p l e 

disguises, h e l p e d c o o r d i n a t e a 
M series o f c reat ive " v i l l ages , " each 

headed b y a Safari G u i d e : Mus i c 
^^Ik - A n d r e M a r i e Fuj ier O P a n d 
D o n n a M a r i e Moses O P (M iss ion San Jose) 
a n d Liz Sully O P (S insinawa); D r a m a - Jill 
a n d M i c h a e l P o e h l m a n O P A (S ins inawa) ; 
Dance - Karen Zav i tz O P a n d Francis Sedayo 

(M iss ion San Jose); Masks - Joeann Da l y 
O P (S insinawa) . 

Several anc i l l a ry exh ib i ts 
unde rsco red Janice 
McLaugh l in ' s emphasis o n 
t h e ro l e o f t h e arts i n 
d r a m a t i z i n g social issues. 
A n e x h i b i t o f a r t w o r k b y 
ch i l d r en in H o l y Angels 
School t augh t b y Esther 
Pagaedano, O P (Miss ion San 



Jose), s h o w e d h o w ar t can a d d a d i m e n s i o n 
o f de l i gh t a n d self-expression t o social 
studies, w h i l e Frances Sedayo, a profess iona l 
dance r f r o m the thea t re arts d e p a r t m e n t at 
H e y w a r d Un i ve r s i t y , s h o w e d a v i d e o o f t he 
p o w e r f u l l y m o v i n g " U n s i n g t he Song, " a 
m u l t i - m e d i a thea t r e w o r k w h i c h responds t o 
t h e R w a n d a n genoc ide in cho ra l p o e t r y , 
percuss ion , a n d c h o r o g r a p h y . 

W e w i l l l o n g be g ra te fu l t o t h e P l ann ing 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r m a k i n g t he 2012 G a t h e r i n g 
u n i q u e a n d m e m o r a b l e : J oeann Da ley OP , 
I rene M a r y D iones OP , Ka thy R h o d e y OPL, 
Dan ie l R o l l a n d OP , Ji l l Poe lman OPA , 
M i c h a e l P o e h l m a n O P A a n d C a r o l 
O ' C o n n o r OPA . 

Janice 
McLaughlin, 
M.M. 
Translates 
the Wisdom 

• of the 
Animals 

N o speaker is m o r e e l o q u e n t t h a n her 
o w n b i o g r a p h y . But n o t e ven Janice 
McLaugh l in ' s f u l s o m e c u r r i c u l u m v i t a e in this 
year 's reg is t ra t ion packet c o u l d a d e q u a t e l y 
an t i c i pa te t he i m p a c t o f her presentat ions 
w h i c h sk i l l fu l l y w o v e t o g e t h e r insights f r o m 
ar t a n d cu l tu re i n t o a fasc inat ing na r ra t i ve o f 
he r years in A f r i ca . Perhaps t h e m o s t 

c o m p e l l i n g ep i sode i n t h a t na r r a t i v e came in 
1977 w h e n , because o f her r e p o r t i n g o n t he 
atroc i t ies c o m m i t t e d b y Ian Smith's 
g o v e r n m e n t i n the W a r o f L i be ra t i on , her 
o f f i ce was r a ided a n d Janice was i m p r i s o n e d 
a n d he ld f o r th ree weeks in so l i ta ry 
c o n f i n e m e n t . For t he f irst t i m e in her l i f e , 
she exper i enced w h a t i t is l ike t o have 
n o t h i n g b u t G o d . Janice f o u n d those th ree 
weeks o f p r o f o u n d peace " b e t t e r t h a n a 
t h i r t y-day r e t r ea t . " 

Janice McLaughlin MM receives 
a bouquet of gratitude. 

D u r i n g her years i n A f r i ca , Janice 
e x p l a i n e d , she c o m b i n e d c o n t e m p l a t i o n o f 
nature 's reve la t ions w i t h compass iona te 
presence t o the suf fer ing in a w o r l d t h e y 
c a n n o t c o n t r o l . For her , this i n t e g r a t i o n was 
f u r t h e r enhanced b y the w o r k o f local artists. 
This exper ience c o n v i n c e d her t h a t the arts 
are n o t a l u x u r y , b u t essential n o u r i s h m e n t 
w h i c h t he art ist p rov ides f o r t he h u m a n 
sp i r i t . I l lus t rat ions f r o m Ostriches and Dung 
Beetles and Other Spiritual Masters plus 
p h o t o s o f w o r k by na t i ve A f r i c an artists 
a c c o m p a n i e d her talks. 
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2012 Fra Angelico Recipient 

Sister Magdalena Ezoe, O.P. 

This year , the suspense characterist ic o f t he Fra Ange l i co a n n o u n c e m e n t d i d n o t last l o n g . As 
s o o n as M a r y Fran G o r m a n O P began l is t ing b iog raph i ca l deta i ls , members k n e w it c o u l d be o n l y 
o n e pe r son . " B o r n in Japan w h e r e her unc le d i r ec ted a music c o n s e r v a t o r y ; " " t a u g h t at t he 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l School o f t he Sacred Hea r t in T o k y o ; " " h e r f a v o r i t e c o m p o s e r was C h o p i n w h o s e 
h o m e s she v i s i t ed in Po l and a n d France." As M a r y Fran spoke , t he w i t a n d passion o f M a g d a l e n a 
Ezoe's 2 0 n Spr ingf ie ld b r e a k o u t session a n d concer t r ep l a yed in m e m b e r s ' heads a n d hearts. 

H a v i n g recogn ized t he rec ip ient , D IA members d i d n o t need t o hear Magda lena ' s academic 
a n d profess iona l resume t o a p p l a u d the boa rd ' s choice. A Mas te r o f Mus i c Pe r fo rmance f r o m the 
Un i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n , post g radua te w o r k at Ca tho l i c Un i ve r s i t y o f Amer i c a , a th i r t y-e ight year 
career at Siena Heights Un i ve r s i t y , a n d a list o f profess iona l awards i n c l u d i n g : t he Fred Smith 
C h a m p i o n A w a r d , the A d r i a n D o m i n i c a n Educat ion Leadership A w a r d f o r a Path t o Cu l t u r a l 
H a r m o n y , t he G o l d e n A p p l e A w a r d f r o m St. Joseph A c a d e m y A l u m n i , a n d t he Ellen Rice 
O u t s t a n d i n g Teacher A w a r d . 

M a r y Fran expressed the sen t imen t o f t h e D I A w h e n she c o m m e n t e d : " T h e list o f al l her 
h o n o r s are n o t h i n g w h e n c o m p a r e d w i t h t he gracefu l m a n n e r in w h i c h M a g d a l e n a lives her l i fe 
a n d blesses others w i t h her gi f ts . T h e i m p a c t a n d p o w e r o f each n o t e is n o t i n the i r v o l u m e o r 
c o m p l e x i t y b u t i n t he i r heat a n d hear t a n d i n her huge sense o f h u m o r . " 

M a r y Fran c o m m u n i c a t e d t he g o o d news t o M a g d a l e n a v i a cell p h o n e f r o m the chape l o f St. 
A l b e r t P r io ry . 

Spirit of the DIA Recognition 2012 

T h e D IA b o a r d expressed 
d e e p a p p r e c i a t i o n t o Ca ro l 
O ' C o n n o r O P A (Peace) a n d 
Janice H o l k u p O P (Ad r i an ) . 

Re cogn i t i on was g i v en t o 
Janice (right) f o r her enthus iasm 

a n d use o f ar t t o preach against 
in just ice . 

as an art ist v o l u n t e e r i n m u l t i p l e 
arenas a n d o f t e n b e h i n d t he 
scenes. 

C a r o l O ' C o n n o r ' s (left) • ^OM 
r e c o g n i t i o n was g i v en f o r the • 
c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t she offers t o t he D IA 
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Annual Board Meeting 
with Membership 

O n e pe renn ia l i t e m o n t he annua l 
agenda is t he e l ec t i on o f n e w b o a r d 
m e m b e r s . H a v i n g consu l t ed a canonis t , 
M a r y Fran G o r m a n adv ised the membe r s 
t h a t , because a t t endance at this G a t h e r i n g 
was so l o w , the assembly was insuf f ic ient f o r 
an e l e c t i on . Hence , those present w e r e 
i n v i t e d t o " v o t e t o n o t v o t e " a n d t o ask a l l 
cu r r en t b o a r d membe r s t o r e m a i n f o r t h e 
n e x t year . This t h e y grac ious ly agreed t o d o . 

A l t h o u g h the re w e r e m u l t i p l e reasons f o r 
t h e m a r k e d absence o f ve te ran members this 
year , those present obse r ved t h a t , g i v en t he 
fac tors o f ag ing a n d o f d i m i n i s h i n g 
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l resources, w e can expect this 
t r e n d t o c o n t i n u e . T h e r e f o r e , M a r y Fran 
e n t e r t a i n e d discussion o f a p r o p o s a l f r o m 
t h e f l o o r t h a t m e m b e r s h i p be e x t e n d e d t o 
artists a n d a r t apprec ia tors w h o are n o t 
D o m i n i c a n s . M e m b e r s t h e n a p p r o v e d a 
p r o p o s a l t h a t t he fu l l m e m b e r s h i p be p o l l e d 
e l e c t ron i ca l l y f o r permiss ion t o change t he 
D I A C o n s t i t u t i o n so tha t a t i m e l y i n v i t a t i o n 
can be issued f o r the 2013 G a t h e r i n g . A f t e r 
t he members a p p r o v e d this p r o p o s a l , M a r y 
Fran herself r e c o m m e n d e d tha t w e beg in b y 
e x t e n d i n g t he i n v i t a t i o n t o col leagues i n o u r 
s p o n s o r e d ins t i tu t ions . 

T o f u r t h e r encourage n e w m e m b e r s h i p , 
t h e Boa rd p r e p a r e d a C D o f D I A p h o t o s t o 
be d i sp l ayed at t he DSC m e e t i n g in O c t o b e r . 

T h e Boa rd accepted D o m i n i c De l a y ' s 
res igna t ion a n d acknow ledges t he g o o d 
w o r k he d i d as Boa rd secretary. A t this t i m e 
t h e B o a r d has d i v i d e d u p responsibi l i t ies as 
n o t e d o n t h e last page o f this news le t te r . 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

GATHERINO 2013 at COLUMBUS, OH 
GATHERINC 2014 at ADRIAN. M l 
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Ann Eigenbauer OP: 
The Shopkeeper as Curator 

M y ar t is a d i f f e r en t k i n d 
r i gh t n o w . . . i t comb ines 
d i s t inc t l y d i f f e r e n t med i a t o 
b r i n g a b o u t an easy- f low ing 
d i sp lay o f beau ty . Y o u m i g h t 
say t ha t I 've b e c o m e a cu r a to r 

of o t h e r peop le ' s treasures. 

Where do I 
begin? 

That ' s a lways a b ig ques t i on . Shou ld the 
a r t w o r k be d i sp l ayed o n a b l a n k glass w a l l 
o r o n p lastered slats? W h a t w i l l te l l t he best 
s to r y o r set the theme? A p raye r f o r D i v i n e 
assistance dispels a m o m e n t o f possible 
a n x i e t y a n d the f u n begins. 

I t seems t h a t t he artists w h o ent rus t t he i r 
c rea t i ve w o r k s i n t o m y hands are themselves 
f ree spir its. T h e i r w o r k s are beau t i fu l a n d 
l i fe-g iv ing , a n d I get t o choose t he best 
poss ib le place t o s h o w t h e m t o v is i tors 
c o m i n g t o m y small w o r l d in the Sparki l l 
Cen te r G i f t Shop. I r e m o v e the artists ' w o r k s 
f r o m u n d e r n e a t h the i r 'bushel baskets' a n d 
let t h e m shine f o r t h in w i tness t o t he g l o r y 
o f G o d present i n t he w o r k o f t he i r hands. 

D V D s are a n o t h e r m e d i u m f o r d i sp l ay ing 
b o t h t he w o r k s o f i n d i v i d u a l artists a n d f o r 
t h e m a t i c co l lec t ions . T a l k a b o u t l eav ing t he 
n ine ty-n ine t o g o in search o f t he lost sheep! 
Tha t ' s w h a t it 's l ike t o search a m o n g 
thousands o f w o r k s f o r just t h e r igh t o n e t o 
b r i n g o r d e r a n d l o ve t o a c o m p l e t e d D V D 
p r o j e c t . Somet imes an image tells the life-
s to ry o f a sister w h o has passed o n . A t o t h e r 
t imes I assemble p h o t o s a n d music t o b r i n g 
t he beau ty o f spr ing , summer , fa l l o r w i n t e r 
t o those w h o can n o longer w a l k a b o u t 
o u t d o o r s t o see i t f o r themselves . 

C rea t i ng a r t exh ib i ts is a service t o b o t h 
t he art ist a n d her aud ience . I get the mos t 
sat isfact ion w h e n a d isp lay o r a D V D 
encourages a senior c i t izen t o take u p a 
brush a n d express herself w i t h a s l o w b u t 
i nsp i r ed m o t i o n c o m i n g f r o m t h e hea r t , " 

Taylor & 
Lowenstein: A 
Transcontinental 
Collaboration 

A n o r i g i n a l ch i ld ren ' s 
musica l e n t i t l e d "S t ranger 
i n Paris" w i t h b o o k b y 

Elaine T a y l o r O P (S insinawa), a n d music a n d 
lyrics b y R u d o l p h Lowens t e i n , O P (English 
Prov ince ) is scheduled t o p r em ie r e M a y 
2013 in St. Petersburg, F lo r ida . 

Insp i red b y a w e e k e n d 
Elaine spent recent l y in the 
c i ty o f l ights, t he w o r k w i l l 
f ea tu re t w e n t y characters 
w h o w i l l p e r f o r m b o t h so lo 
a n d chora l c o m p o s i t i o n s . 

R u d o l p h d i d n o t 
hesitate t o f o r e g o the 
exc i t emen t o f t he L o n d o n O l y m p i a d in his 
na t i ve l and t o c o m e t o O a k l a n d so t h a t 
Elaine c o u l d hear the music f o r t he f irst t i m e . 
Be tween n o w a n d w h e n Elaine begins 
d i r e c t i ng rehearsals, R u d o l p h w i l l f i ne t u n e 
t he score. 



DIA Gathering: July25 - 28, 2012 -
Evaluation from the Planning Commission 

There were 27 artists who attended and 12-14 responses to the evaluation at the time of 
publication. There was a place to write comments and to check ^1 -#5 with # 5 being the highest: 

Schedule: 
IT XT', fnr # 5 

Full, but not hectic. T ime t o breathe and take 
care o f bodi ly needs. Great! I appreciated the 
chances w e had t o chill out as wel l as to interact. 
VG and relaxing. Was wel l planned. Enjoyed the 
pacing. Excellent. Relaxing! Superb! I've been 
enriched. Thanks t o the planners. You're great! 
Nice f l o w . T ime t o relax and visit. 

Safaris / Guides: 
1 0 for #4, n 0 for #5 
Wonder fu l , went t o masks and drums enjoyed 
bo th . Knowledgeable and excellent 
communicators. Very helpful . Very good guides. 
They poured themselves in to the process. Cheers! 
Talented & dedicated. 

Liturgy / Preaching: 

Beautiful f r om the dancing t o Rudo l f s words. 
Needed more t ime for Mass. Liturgy great, 
except hymns not as wel l k n o w n . W o u l d have 
been nice t o k n o w about the 5:00pm Mass. Wel l 
done! The who le was beautiful. Mass was t o o 
long. Liturgy, prayer and days were integrated. 

Celebration of Creativity: 

A little confusing, it was fun and not bad for a 
first t ime. We d idn ' t quite k n o w h o w to put it all 
together, but we were getting there t owa rd the 
end. 28 minutes wasn't long enough. Yes! Such a 
beautiful spot t o have the celebration. It 
showcased dance, drama and drums. Fun! 

Janice McLaughlin M M , 
Rafiki - Wisdom Keeper: 12 0 for 
Beautiful &. inspirational. Excellent speaker. She 
spoke f r o m her heart and was easy t o listen t o . 
Gracious presentation that I appreciated. Superb. 
Just what we needed. She was an integral part o f 
the days. Fortunate to have her. 

Shaman, Daniel Rolland OP: 

Superfluous, but funny. Very effective. Great 
sense o f where things were at. Grand 
embodiment . Did a great j o b in l inking & 
bringing people to the great celebration. 

Prayer: 
1 ^ for #4. n 0 for #5 
Appreciated cosmological approach. Excellent. A 
lot of w o r k wen t into them. Need words t o 
music if expected t o sing. Different but also 
beautiful . Helped to get connected t o nature. 1 so 
k n o w the w o r k that goes in to this. Perhaps more 
quiet and fewer words . Prayer and Janice's talks 
were connected. 

Facility & Food: 
f o r as 

Fine. Excellent. W o u l d have preferred greater 
privacy w i t h showers. Reginald, Lupe, staff and 
communi ty were gracious and hospitable. 
Especially f o o d . W o u l d have preferred less dairy 
content in the main meals. Great meals. VG. I 
th ink I gained weight , loved all the frui t . So 
much f o o d ! Mark produced works o f art w i t h 
f o o d . 

Did you have fun? 
12 lyj tor #3 
You bet. Yes. A lot o f fun . Missed some of our 
regulars. Thanks t o the board and resident 
communi ty t oo . Once I relaxed I had fun . Keep 
pushing for gatherings every t w o years. I d id and 
got t o know new people. Yes! People seemed to 
enjoy each other. W e succeeded at a new way o f 
being together. 



FEATURE: The Artist/Artifact as Preacher 

T h r o u g h o u t G a t h e r i n g 2 0 1 2 , par t i c ipants l is tened a n d r e s p o n d e d 
t o t he p reach ing o f o n e pervas ive m e d i u m — percuss ion. 

A n e x t r a o r d i n a r y n u m b e r a n d va r i e t y o f ins t ruments — i n c l u d i n g 
A f r i c an d r u m s , ra in sticks, t a m b o u r i n e s , t i m p a n i , maracas, a n d 
castanets — a c c o m p a n i e d da i l y p raye r a n d t r a n s f o r m e d t h e f ina l 
l i t u rgy . 

Respond ing t o t he A f r i c an t h e m e o f t he 2012 G a t h e r i n g , Janice 
H o l k u p O P b r o u g h t t o O a k l a n d a h a n d d r u m she h a d cons t ruc ted at a 
w o r k s h o p in South Ca ro l i na several years ago . This d r u m was m a d e 

c o m p l e t e l y f r o m deersk in s t retched o v e r an o c t a g o n a l w o o d e n f r a m e . In p e r f o r m a n c e , it is t he 
d r u m t h a t preaches t o the d r u m m e r . 

Janice w e n t o n t o say, " T h e deer 
gives his l i fe f o r ar t a n d t he d r u m 
gives t h e deer a vo i c e t o speak w h a t 
c a n n o t be said in w o r d s . " Used in 
t h e l i t u rgy , t h e r e f o r e , t h e deersk in is 
p r i v i l eged t o preach a n d t o p ray . 

M o r e o v e r , Janice descr ibed h o w , at t h e w o r k s h o p , w h e n al l 
t h e d r u m s p l a y e d t oge the r , she c o u l d feel t h e deersk in rece iv ing 
v i b r a t i o n s f r o m the others a n d t r a n s m i t t i n g sp i r i tua l energy t o 
he r o w n b o d y . This exper ience o f sp i r i tua l c o m m u n i o n b e t w e e n 
h u m a n a n d o the r- than-human creatures became a word less 
h o m i l y in a n e w "b i b l i c a l l anguage . " 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

GATHERING 2013 at COLUMBUS, OH 
GATHERING 2014 at ADRIAN. M l 
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DIA Board Members 

Martf Fran Gormatt OP 

PnsideiA 

mfgop(ayahoo.com 

Mary Boyce MM 
Vice President 

inary@sistermaryboyce.ccHn 

Mary Pat Reid OP 
Board Secretary 

marypreid@gmaiLcom 

Jill Poehlman OPA 
Treasurer 

ipodilmaxie'wowway .com 

Elaine Taylor OP 
Membership Liaison 
etaylorop@verizon.net 

foeann Daley OP 
Member at Large 
jd aley40©'aol. com 

Oilier Contacts 

Jtanne Stickling OP 
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Quotations from Janice McLaughlin MM, 2012 Keynoter 

Art, curetrre, and nature gave me 
strenftn and confldeince and led 
to my missicmary wcatjon. 
Ficticw, drama, and film introduced 
me to the history and culture of 
Africa, and music and dance 
deepened my union wrth its people. 

The S'hona people of Zimbabwe have my 
favorite word for God: chipinduKe, 

'One Who Turns Things CJpside Down.' 
It comes from KupinduKa, 'to be uprooted.' 

The BTtist's vocation is to be uprooted from our 
assumptions, prejudices, 

deepiy-heid views -
to turn upside down our 

culture of militarism, consumerism, 
and political polarization. 

Tor me, as for Desmond Tutu, 
"Artists are mid-UNves of meaning.* 

The Bushmen of Kalahari say their rocK 
paintings depict the world behind 

the one we see with our eyes. 
The vocation of the artist is to 

reveal this vision to others. 
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